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KaBOOM! build at Ohio & Erie Canal Park

HAVE AN IDEA?
The goal of the Akron Parks Challenge is to engage
communities around neighborhood parks to create
active and vibrant public spaces. The Challenge asks
neighborhood residents and organizations to give
their ideas for improving their parks and requires
them to show how they will help engage their
community around the process. The selected
applicants would work with the Akron Parks
Collaborative to ask the neighborhood what they
want and determine how the city would spend
$100,000 for improvements to their park. Partners for
the Akron Parks Challenge include the City of Akron,
Akron Civic Commons, the Akron Parks Collaborative,
and the Knight Foundation.
Over the last two years, hundreds of applications were
submitted, representing all ten wards, and parks were
selected based on a number of factors including
ability to engage the community, involvement
potential, equity and potential impact level. The next
application period will be in 2021.

Reservoir Park Prototyping Event;
Photo by Svetla Morrison

2018 + 2019 PARKS
CHALLENGE RECIPIENTS
2018:

Reservoir Park in Goodyear Heights
Cadillac Park in West Akron
Chestnut Ridge Park in Kenmore
2019:
Ohio & Erie Canal Park in East Akron
Elizabeth Park in Cascade Valley

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FROM THE 2019 CHALLENGE
Through online surveys, door to door conversations with neighbors, events to prototype ideas and
talk to people, and public meetings, each neighborhood decided:

ELIZABETH PARK
Clean up safe areas near the river. Install seating to
enjoy the river.
Seating throughout the park including near the
basketball courts
Shade and pavilion structures
walkways to make connections
Play space near courts for safety
Backboards and hoops
Garden for the community
"I am certain the children and parents in Cascade Village
and the surrounding North Akron community are going to
be excited by the future of their neighborhood park."
Photos by Dan Rowland Photography

— Akron City Councilwoman Tara Mosley-Samples

OHIO & ERIE CANAL PARK
A new playground built in partnership with
KaBOOM! Akron Civic Commons, John S. and James.
L. Knight Foundation, and Keurig/Dr. Pepper

“Residents of low-income neighborhoods are also discouraged from utilizing nearby city parks due to legitimate safety
concerns… These fears and concerns must be addressed and corrections devised to increase park usage and allow Canal
Park to become the community resource it has the potential to become.”

— Thomas Fuller, head of nonprofit affordable housing developer Alpha Homes
Photos from KaBOOM! build events by Garrick Black and Shane Wynn

COMMUNITY PRIORITIES FROM THE 2018 CHALLENGE
Thanks to additional financial support from the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, three
parks were chosen in 2018. Many of the parks have also sought and received additional funding.

RESERVOIR PARK
A walking trail
An updated playground for both toddlers and
older children
A plaza space for everyday and event use

CHESTNUT RIDGE
Electricity for events at the
amphitheater
Grills
A bathroom (porta-potty)
Updated playground
Accessible Trail from parking lot to
pavilion and amphitheater

CADILLAC PARK
A beautiful, serene seating area to relax, read,
interact with neighbors
A place where events can be held
A small area for young children to play

"This project is the catalyst that moves forward the dynamics that renovate, educate, and spark opportunities that
bond neighborhoods and build strong communities. Through this public/private partnership, we are laying the
foundation for a vibrant, healthy and growing community for generations to come."

— Rick Buchanan, Executive Director of Cadillac Boulevard Neighborhood Development Corporation
Photos from prototyping events in 2018 and work in the parks throughout 2019

