Dear Neighbor,
The Akron Parks Challenge invites neighborhood residents, leaders and organizations alike to pitch their vision
for their favorite park and how they can partner to achieve the change they wish to see. Akron Mayor Dan
Horrigan said, "This is every citizen’s opportunity to help the City co-create welcoming, accessible, and
functional spaces for the community to enjoy. To apply, all you need is a great idea for how to invest in an
Akron park and a plan for engaging the community to help make it a reality."
The application consists of two simple questions based on an idea and how the applicant would help engage
their community ensuring inclusion.
We love for people to think big! But we also want to provide the tools and resources you need to create a
realistic plan for improvement. This guide provides sample pictures, costs, and suggestions to guide your Akron
Parks Challenge proposal.

Thank you for your interest!

Seating and shelter: page 2
Interactive/Play: page 3
Trails and walkways, basketball and firepit: page 4
Infrastructure: page 5
Budget Template: page 6
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SHADE STRUCTURES
Pavilions are a great way to provide shade and a space for people to gather.

Example of a pavilion at Elizabeth Park

Example of permanent umbrellas

Sample Costs
12x12, Elizabeth Park
16x16, Elizabeth Park
Two large permanent Shade Umbrella Shelters,
Reservoir Park

$18,000.00
$28,473.00
$11,793.00

SEATING
Seating provides space to relax, reflect, and connect. Various types of seating can be found in our public parks,
from picnic tables, to benches, to swings!

Example of benches at Adams Park and Cadillac Park and adult swings
Sample Costs
Benches
Picnic Tables
Chairs (Adirondack, Chaise, etc.)
Adult Swings
2

Range $600 - $5,000 each
Range $800 - $5,000 each
Range $450 - $1500
$2700 - $3,500

PLAYGROUNDS
Playgrounds are a staple for most city parks. The type of play structure and materials can significantly alter the
budget.

Chestnut Ridge Park

Kerr Park, built with Kaboom!
Sample Costs
Wood/Nature Play Structure
Traditional Playground
Kaboom Playground Partnership at Kerr Park
Adams Park
Zipline at Reservoir Park
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Reservoir Park

Adams Park
Range $20,000 - $50,000
Range $70,000 - $300,000 +
$280,000
$28,000
$16,500

Recent park improvements have also included basketball backboards, posts and hoops ($9,000 for 4) at
Elizabeth Park and a fire pit at Reservoir park ($2,250).

Firepit at Reservoir Park

Basketball backboards at Elizabeth Park

TRAILS AND WALKWAYS
Trails and walkways provide clear wayfinding through the park and a space for recreation and exercise.

Chestnut Ridge Park

Elizabeth Park

Sample Costs
Concrete Path at Elizabeth Park
Range $16,000 - $20,000
Crushed Limestone Path at Reservoir Park
$50,000
Asphalt Trail at Chestnut Ridge Park
$42,000
*cost dependent on length of path/amount of materials needed
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LIGHTING, ELECTRICITY AND UTILITIES
Some residents may be interested in larger infrastructure investments for their neighborhood park. However,
these can be costly and may need a large portion of the parks challenge budget to make possible.

Sample Costs
Basic Light Posts
Range $1,000 - $2,500
Water Hookup for Fountain
$4,500
Water Yard Hydrant with Spigot
$14,000
*Electricity hookup can be challenging. For example, electricity for an amphitheater and pavilion in an Akron
park was $27,000.

BANNERS AND SIGNS
Banners and signage can provide information and guidance for visitors to a park.

Sample Costs
Banners and Installation
Interpretive sign
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$400 each
$2000 - $5000

This template budget can help guide your thoughts/ideas for the Akron Parks Challenge. Use the sample costs
on the prior pages as a guide.

Sample Costs
Category
Pavilion
Seating
Seating
Playground
Trails/Walkways
Infrastructure
Total

Type
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How Many?

Total

