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From the Executive Director

Akron Parks Collaborative was founded in 2018 in
partnership with the City of Akron to address
decades of disinvestment in the city’s 150+ parks.
From the beginning, community engagement has
been the foundation of every park improvement
project, resulting in parks that reflect community
needs and neighborhood personality. I am so
honored and grateful for the work we get to do with
each neighborhood and for the people who care so
deeply about their parks and neighborhood vibrancy. 
In 7 years we have worked on 20 parks, improving
lives in each neighborhood providing space to
breathe, relax, exercise, connect and build
community. 

We have also fostered the creation of 10 park friends
groups and continue to support their work to
program, activate, beautify and maintain their
neighborhood parks. Funding through Akron
Community Foundation provides a budget for each
group to hold community gatherings and steward
their park. 

As we tackle more parks and improve more
neighborhoods, our funding needs grow. Consider a
donation or volunteer to support our work…we
would love to hear from you!

Bridget G. Ambrisco



Parks revitalized.Parks revitalized.  
People Engaged.People Engaged.  

Communities Strengthened.Communities Strengthened.

2 Ribbon Cutting Celebrations

4 Parks Completed

116 Community meetings

26 Volunteer work group days

10 Friends groups

521 attendees

1,324 volunteers

BY THE NUMBERS IN 2024
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Ribbon cutting celebration

RIBBONS CUT IN 2024



Partnering for Impact: 
Investing in Akron’s 
Neighborhood Parks

Our work to engage neighborhoods and
improve their parks is funded through
grants and contracts with the City of

Akron, which owns, manages, and
maintains the parks. Through

partnerships with community groups,
foundations, corporations, and

individuals, we multiply our impact by
leveraging additional contributions.

As a trusted partner to community
development corporations and

neighborhood organizations, we work to
improve public spaces across Akron.

Since our founding in 2018, we have
leveraged more than $2.4 million in City

funds alongside over $1.3 million in
private and other government support

—bringing the total to $3,735,238
invested in Akron's parks.

Together, we fundraise, 
engage, and build.



Revenue

Government grants and
contracts

91%

financial overview

foundation grants
5%

individual & board donations
3%

corporate giving
1%

$324,369

$295,000

$2,208

$9,688

$17,473
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admin
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fundraising
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$208,824

$29,099

$48,095

$127,169

$8
,3

14

$19,215



Together, we’re not just restoring parks—we’reTogether, we’re not just restoring parks—we’re
strengthening neighborhoods, deepeningstrengthening neighborhoods, deepening

connections, and building a more vibrant Akron.connections, and building a more vibrant Akron.
  

Get involved or support us atGet involved or support us at  
www.akronparks.orgwww.akronparks.org

info@akronparks.orginfo@akronparks.org


